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The factors that influ-
ence regularly fluctuat-
ing crime levels, including 
the number of homicides 
and shootings, are many. 
Researchers believe the 
Covid-19 pandemic was a 
primary driver behind the 
rise and fall of the surge in 
violence nationally in those 
years, according to a recent 
report from NPR.

Continued drop

Through June 30, 14 peo-
ple were killed in Buffalo. The 
six-month total has been 
lower only once since 2007 
– that was in 2015, when 13 
people were killed. Last year, 
19 people were killed from 
January through June.

Through the end of June 
this year, 52 people were 
shot – either injured or 
killed – in the city. Over the 
same period last year, there 
were 79 shooting victims.

This year’s figure is the 
lowest level for the first six 
months of the year since at 
least 2011. The prior low 
for the first half of the year 
came two years ago, with 73 
people shot.

In May of this year, only 
two people were shot. That’s 
the lowest figure for May 
since there were nine peo-
ple shot that month in 2013.

Police Commissioner Al-
phonso Wright said mem-
bers of his department 
are “building trust” in the 
community and working 
hard to make the city safer.

Joseph Fahey, the former 
Northwest District chief 
who earlier this month was 
appointed deputy commis-
sioner of administration, 
said the more information 
community members share 
with police, the better they 
can do their jobs.

While the department’s 
crime numbers show a de-
crease, the work by Most 
Valuable Parents hasn’t 
slowed, said Mia Ayers-
Goss, the group’s executive 
director.

The education and an-

ti-violence nonprofit or-
ganization, known as MVP, 
focuses on prevention. 
Many of the youth the or-
ganization works with are 
students chronically sus-
pended from school, Ayers-
Goss said, so her organiza-
tion regularly sees violence 
that doesn’t involve the use 
of a firearm; instead, young 
people are fighting and get-
ting jumped, situations that 
involve serious altercations.

Gang violence is “way too 
high” in the city, she said.

“We are still going to fu-
nerals on a regular basis. 

We’re still dealing with 
trauma, with families that 
have been traumatized on a 
regular basis,” Ayers-Goss 
said.

Many people and groups 
in Buffalo are doing great 
things to combat violence, 
Ayers-Goss said, adding 
she believes the community 
needs to be more aggressive 
in working with each other, 
coming together more reg-
ularly to help young people 
before they get into trouble.

Despite the decreases in 
the number of people shot, 
52 people shot in six months 

is still too many. Buffalo is 
still in a gun violence crisis, 
she said.

“The bottom line is it’s a 
good thing numbers are go-
ing down – I thank God for 

that – but are we where we 
need to be? Absolutely not,” 
she said.

All of this year’s homicide 
victims, except one, have 
been men. The only female 
victim was a 17-year-old 
girl stabbed May 4 in a home 
on Commonwealth Avenue. 
Police and prosecutors have 
charged her brother with 
second-degree murder.

For what are known as 
index crimes – homicides, 
rapes, robberies, aggra-
vated assaults, burglaries, 
larcenies and motor vehicle 
thefts, which are reported to 
the FBI – Buffalo saw 5,534 
of those crimes through 
Tuesday. That’s a drop of 
14% compared to the same 
time last year when there 
were 6,472 reported, ac-
cording to Buffalo Police.

According to department 
statistics, overall property 
crime is down 16% year over 
year, including a 36% drop 
in vehicle thefts.

Crime statistics do not 
include incidents that have 
gone unreported to author-
ities.
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Homicides decline
This year, 14 people were homicide victims. That’s a slight 
drop from last year and the second-lowest figure since 2007.
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Homicides through June 30
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Buffalo Police detectives investigate a triple homicide on Ashley Street in 2021. Shootings in Buffalo have been 
falling since the recent high points of 2020 and 2021, when the city averaged about one person shot every day.
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Located in the McKinley Commons Plaza.
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Clinically Shown To -

Widest Selection of Mobility Aids

ONLINE STORE ONLY — SHIPPED DIRECTLY TO YOUR DOOR!

FREE SHIPPING on ALL ITEMS

Additional 5% Off First Purchase + Free Gift*
Guaranteed Lowest Price Lifetime Support 24/7 Customer Service

Mobility Consultant Hotline-Call Now

*Some Exclusions Apply

(877) 662-7249
New equipment sales only — we do not buy used items

$2,187.00

Optimus

Scooter

Folds automatically

with the touch of a

button. Designed

for easy travel.

Battery Range: 13.5 mi.

Weight Cap: 300 lbs.

Weight without Battery: 52 lbs.

$2,775.00

Pride Go Go Elite

Traveller 2

4-wheel scooter with

a very tight turn radius

perfect for indoor and

outdoor use.

Weight Cap: 300 lbs.

Battery Range: 8.8 mi.

HeaviestPiece:35 lbs. (rear frame)

$1,349.00
$1,759.00

ComfyGo Go-Lift

TotalWeight: 25 lbs

$1,095.00

$1,741.00

Pride Go Chair

Battery Range: 8.7 mi.

Weight Cap: 300 lbs.

Heaviest Piece: 36 lbs (rear frame).

$2,490.00

Compact, portable

power chair, easy to

disassemble, and

more affordable.

Lifting Weight Cap: 100 lbs

$899.00
Portable powered lift

with its own battery,

load chairs or scooters

into a trunk.

$1,999.00
$2,195.00

Featherweight Scooter

Battery Range: 7.5 mi.

Weight Cap: 265 lbs.

Weight Without Battery: 37 lbs.

At only 37 lbs, this is

one of the lightest

mobility scooters on

the planet.

The lightest folding

manual wheelchair on

the market available in

two sizes.

Weight (No Wheels): 13.5 lbs

(Regular) or 15 lbs (Heavy Duty)

Seat Width: 18” (Regular) or 22” (Heavy Duty)

$799.00

$649.00

ComfyGo Majestic

IQ 7000

Battery Range: 13 mi.

Weight Cap: 350 lbs.

Weight Without Battery: 57 lbs.

Lightweight,

airline-friendly folding

electric wheelchair with

automatic folding.

$2,899.00

$1,899.00

$2,323.00

Pride Vivalift Ultra

Sizes: S, M, L

Weight Cap: 400 lbs

$3,024.00

Best lift chair. Infinite positions,

cup holder, phone charger, heat,

massage, several fabric/colors.

Pride Baja Raptor 4

Wheel

Top Speed: 13 mph

$4,645.00

$3,645.00
Very popular well

rounded mobility

scooter geared toward

outdoor recreation.

Weight Cap: 400 lbs

Battery Range: 21.2 mi.

Feather Power

Chair

Weight Cap: 250 lbs.

Battery Range: 11 mi.

$3,800.00

IQ

Ba

airline-friendly

electric

Pride

Feather Manual

Wheelchair

Weight Cap: 250 lbs (Regular)

or 350 lbs (Heavy Duty)

$2,295.00
One of the lightest foldable

power chairs ever. Great for

travel and easy lifting.

Cap: 100 lbs

$899.00
lift

battery,

scooters

WeightwithoutBattery: 33 lbs.


